
Science for Adaptation
Learning and Innovation in EvideNce about future climaTe

We’d like to hear from you!
The “climate futures 
information gap” is just one 
small aspect of the climate 
services challenge! We are 
eager to learn from and 
partner with other activities 
in southern Africa.

Are you working on a climate services project in southern Africa?
We would like to explore how future climate information could be improved 
for specific decision contexts. If you think this might be an interesting 
partnership for your research project, please get in touch!

Key facts
Funder UKRI Future Leaders Fellowship
Time 2022-2026
Region Southern Africa
Timescale Long term climate, to 2050s
Climate variables/systems of interest
temperature, heat extremes, rainfall, heavy 
rainfall, drought, tropical cyclones

What is SALIENT? SALIENT is a research project designed to improve information about future climate for climate 
change adaptation.
In recent years, there has been fantastic progress in climate modelling and climate services, but it’s still difficult to 
say exactly how climate change will affect a particular place. In many southern African countries, some climate 
models suggest it will get wetter, and some suggest it will get drier. It’s challenging to communicate this 
uncertainty to decision-makers, and many are faced with conflicting messages, or overly technical information. 
As a result, it is hard to imagine what the future holds, and how we incorporate climate data into adaptation 
planning. We call this lack of clear information about future change the “climate futures information gap”. 
SALIENT is designed to address that gap, through innovative climate science and communications research.

Do you use future climate information in your work? We are keen to connect 
with experts who use future climate information, e.g. for NAPs or GCF 
proposals. Our aim is to learn more about what information is used now, and 
how novel science could be integrated.
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communication 
approaches with 

stakeholders
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about future 

climate change 

National scale 
information for policy 

processes

Finer scale 
information for 

specific adaptation 
projects

SALIENT research will 
improve climate 
information through 
(1) understanding 
stakeholder needs (2) 
bringing in insights 
from psychology and 
risk communication 
and (3) innovative 
climate science


